38                      RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
3rd Sist. That's true, sister; but negative religion is but a poor stock to begin on.
1st Sist. But 'tis better than a despiser of religion: you ought to have acknowledged what good you found.
3rd Sist. My designs lay another way; I aimed at a fuller discovery, and I soon had it.
1st Sist. Well, go on then.
3rd Sist. I told him what tricks my uncle used to serve my aunt; how he got a book of devotion out of her closet once, and got a long printed story about ducking a scold pasted into it; and another time got the ballad of Chevy Chace bound into her Psalm-book; how, when he knew she was in her closet at her devotion, he would bring his huntsman to feed the hounds just under her window ; and how one time he made a fellow cry fire, and the like; as you know, sister, he played many such pranks, and would do anything to put her thoughts into disorder. He told me, though he wa& but a young fellow, and had not troubled his thoughts much about religion, (there was another stab to my affections, sister,) yet he said he could not bear to make a jest of it neither.
1st Sist. Well, but that was another word in his favour too.
3rd Sist. I replied, I was very sorry to hear him own that he had not troubled his thoughts about religion, and asked him upon what foundation he could think of setting up a family, if that was his case ? He told me he kept a chaplain, and jestingly told me, he was devout enough for all the rest of the house. I grew chagrin and dull; I told him that these things had filled me with very sad thoughts about marrying, and it looked very dismal to me. But all I could say could not bring him to believe I was in earnest.